THE KAISER'S MOTIVES
army, the strongest force in the world, is standing round him, ready to the last gaiter-button, and yet he dares not.
His vanity was irritated, moreover, in still more intimate fashion. If-Bismarck's loyalty to his king was rooted in his faith, as he sometimes used to say, Wilhelm s faith was a product of his sense of kingship. This, "by the grace of God," is certainly the most genuine note in the Kaiser's soul; at the same time, it relieves his mediaeval mentality of the necessity of thinking himself one with the people; he stands alone. But, true to his rank, he extends this theory, which originates in his sentiments towards himself, to cover all his crowned kinsmen. And of all the Princes, none was more his friend than Franz Ferdinand, or so at least he thought. And had they dared to shoot this Archduke of the most ancient lineage of Europe: to murder the German Kaiser's friend? By the grace of God and the favour of Wilhelm—and yet slaughtered? He felt it as a personal attack on hitfiself; felt that his; honour bound him to avenge the ^ wrong. The War .Counts, who could not stir without Wilhelm s sword,; had calculated justly.
In the afternoon the Chancellor and Zimmermann, the Under-Secretary of State, are summoned to the Schloss-park at Potsdam. Both agree dutifully with the Kaiser, the more so as the latter, "without waiting to hear what the Chancellor advised," immediately gave his instructions regarding the answer for Vienna; the situation grave, the decision to be left to Austria herself, Roumania not to be offended, Bulgaria's support to be secured, the conflict localised, in the last .resort the obligations of alliance. In the evening Bethmann passes on the Kaiser's instructions to the Austrian Ambassador, and adds, on his own account, "immediate intervention against Serbia is the fast solution" Count Hoyos, sitting by his side, nods eagerly'. He is younger and bolder fcn the old Ambassador, and he has been saying to everyone in the office to-day? "We shall wipe Serbia <?#/.'*
The very next morning heads are cooler, Zimmermann
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